
A Vision for Many More Churches 
Many people have low expectations for Adelaide’s outer 

northern suburbs.  We believe that it is precisely among 

the marginalised, the overlooked and the poor that God 

loves to raise up his people.  Where some see bones, He 

sees an army.  Where others see rust, He sees gold; and 

longs to see much of it unearthed, shaped, polished and 

adding to His glory. The vision is to see these people that 

are precious to God become all they can be in Him.  

A key instrument God uses for effective mission is the 

local church.  This means working through existing local 

churches and planting more local churches is core to our 

vision.  Currently our movement is not well represented 

in Adelaide’s north:  With the region growing rapidly  

 
soon  we will only have 1 church for every 90,000 peo-

ple. In the rest of Adelaide the ratio is 1 for every 22,500. 

For our Baptist churches to maintain a local focus and 

shape, we believe the ratio should be below 1:15,000. 

There is therefore scope for many new churches all 

across Adelaide, but particularly in the northern plains. 

Even if we grew from 3 to 15 churches in the region over 

the next 20 years, we would still not fall below 1:15,000. 

We’ve identified 10 mission fields in the northern plains, 

and our first goal is to establish at least one healthy mis-

sional church in each of these fields. This would 

require 7 new churches. In time there is plenty of room 

for a second church in each district. 

A shared vision for missional adventure in the northern plains of Adelaide. Will you join us?  

Calling Others! 
All this is certainly not something we can do ourselves! 

We are taking a big step of faith simply convinced that 

God is powerfully at work in this region and calling us to 

be in the thick of it. Seeking and trusting Him, we are 

inviting other nearby churches, interested individuals, 

and our Baptist movement across SA to play their part as 

God’s Spirit prompts them. We are especially looking for 

leaders who live in this region but currently fellowship  

 

 
and/or minister outside of it, and for others who live 

outside of the Northern Plains but are open to God’s call 

to move in as co-missionaries with us. We value the 

sincere prayers of our brothers and sisters everywhere, 

and have set up a framework for financial support to 

boost our investment in emerging pastoral leaders, new 

congregations and evangelism.  

For More Information or to Get Involved 
 

Andrew Turner (BCSA Church Development Facilitator) 
aturner@sabaptist.asn.au / 0412 095 670 

Jeff Noble (Northern Regional Minister, Gawler Baptist) 
jnoble@sabaptist.asn.au / 0411 444 998 

Patrick Garton (Salisbury Baptist) 
pgarton@sbc.asn.au / 0413 563 233 

sabaptist.asn.au/northerngold 

Denis Hillson (Playford Baptist) 
dhillson@playfordbaptist.org.au / 0408 805 875  

Mark Purser (Clovercrest Baptist) 
mpurser@clovercrest.com.au / 08 8397 9400 



Gawler North   Rapidly growing   
Pop 10,000 ECD = 57% (and falling) 

Gawler South   Growing, older 
Pop 20,000 ECD = 64% 

Munno Para   Rapidly growing 
Pop 10,000 ECD = 100% (but falling) 

Playford West   Rapidly growing 
Pop 15,000 ECD = 39% (and falling) 

Elizabeth North  High poverty; lots of kids 
Pop 15,000 ECD = 57% 

Salisbury North   Hardly any churches 
Pop 30,000 ECD = 19% 

Parafield Gardens   Lots of teenagers 
Pop 20,000 ECD = 78% 

ECD = ‘Existing Church Density’ -  
healthy churches per population as 
a percentage of Adelaide Average 

Playford East   Growing 
Pop 25,000 ECD = 51% 

Elizabeth South   High poverty 
Pop 20,000 ECD = 71% 

Salisbury East   Economic mix 
Pop 30,000 ECD = 81% 

ECD = ‘Existing Church Density’ -  
healthy churches per population as 
a percentage of Adelaide Average 

Church Planting Churches 
Our plan is not merely to plant churches around the existing 

churches, but to plant through them. Each partner church is: 

 Owning a “Fruitful Church” vision to make strong disciples 

not merely for themselves but in order to parent a new 

church plant. 

 Refocusing on its own local mission, more actively serving 

and inviting its own neighbourhood. With more churches 

across the region the existing ones will no longer simply 

draw Christians from a distance. This is acting just like the 

churches we plan to plant. 

 Fostering healthy worship, fellowship and discipleship prac-

tices to increasingly be communities where believers can 

thrive in spiritual development. 

 

 Becoming a ministry training church invested in intentional 

leadership and ministry development, with a clear view to 

church planting. 

 Committing to regional collaboration in prayer, strategy and 

oversight. 

 

Staying On Track 
We’re are serious and focused to see this vision become more 

than a ‘flash in a pan’. To this extent the Lead Pastors of the 

partner churches meet monthly with the BCSA Church Devel-

opment Facilitator as a ‘Board of Reference’ for Northern 

Gold, and the partner churches meet quarterly for combined 

prayer, updates and vision. 

See over for more 


